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The Gathering Storm . . 

Vietnam Casts a Bleak Light 


| A BLEAK winter’s test is 
: coming for this Govern- 
ment’s determination to go 
on to the end against Com- 
munist ag- m 

gression in 
South Viet- 
nam unless &§• 
a decent * 
peace can 
be found 
through 
genuine and ■ : ■ . 
h o n orable 

mud 

• _ , , IfUllC 

is gathering; 

all concerned might as well 
know it now. 

Externally, the entire 
Communist world is united 
now in at least one objec- 
tive. That world has opened 
a massive propaganda push 
to talk us or to frighten us 
out of. Vietnam. Even the 
bitter rivalry between the 
Soviet Union and Red China 
over global strategy — the 
Russians insisting basically 
upon indirect means to for- 
ward the Communist revo- 
lution and the Chinese in- 
sisting upon outright war to 
any and all limits — 'has been 
muted temporarily in behalf 
of the grand immediate 
objective of driving us from 
Vietnam. 

Externally, too, the neu- 
tralist powers are\ joining 
the siege of wills on the 
side of the Commuuist im- 
peralists. Our Western Ai- 
des themselves will soon be 
under yet heavier pressure 
than now to urge upon 


n e gotiations. 
The storm 


Washington that wonder- 
fully easy way out which so 
appeals to the little but 
loud minority here at home 
whose honest horror of war 
leads it to forget the cata- 
strophic folly of appease- 
ment under whatever name. 

But it is here at home 
that the mightiest winds of 
all will shortly be blowing; 
and these will be cross- 
winds from the left and 
the right. No informed man 
here now doubts that when 
Congress reassembles in a 
few weeks two bitter com- 
peting gales can be ex- 
pected. 

ONE WILL seek to force 
us to give up through some 
fraudulent “negoti- 
ation” that would in fact 
mean abandonment of our 
commitment to the people 
of South Vietnam. The 
other will seek to force this 
Government to expand the 
war with a reckless viol- 
ence that might involve us 
in a continental showdown 
with Communist China it- 
self. 

Each campaign will have 
great superficial appeal to 
those who are inclined, once 
frustration sets in, to look 
to either-or courses. How 
wonderful, indeed, it would 
be if we could extricate our- 
selves through some grand 
but e m pt y “conference.” 
How wonderful, indeed, it 
would be if we could solve 
all our problems and dis- 
charge all our duty simply 
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by bombing farther and 
farther northward. 

But neither dream, how- 
ever attractive, is open to 
rational men. The first 
would throw away our na- 
tional position in all the 
world and in truth bankrupt 
the whole policy of deter- 
rence which alone has so 
long kept most of the earth 
•at peace. 

The second approach could 
take the globe into nuclear 
holocaust. 

ALL THAT is left open 
is the hard, unpretty middle 
way which has only common- 
sense to recommend it. This 
is the way of more of the 
same; of the steadfast appli- 
cation of such rising power 
as may be required to free 
South Vietnam of invading 
forces — but of such power 
and no more. 

The highest American au- 
thorities are convinced that 
this way will work at last, if 
only patience and fortitude 
remain with our cause. They 
are* equally convinced that 
we must not expand our war 
aims to some foolish ex- 
treme. 

So the coming months will 
require self-restraint and a 
sense of responsibility as 
rarely they have been re- 
quired among individual citi- 
zens no less than among 
elected officials and in both 
political parties. This winter 
is going to divide the men 
from the boys. 
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